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TARBAT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7 December 2016 
In the Carnegie Hall, Portmahomack at 7.30pm

Present: Billie Wood (Chair), Hamish Mackenzie (Vice Chair), Helen Fleming, Francis O’Connor 
Martin Dane(Treasurer) Jackie Thornhill(Secretary)

In Attendance: Jock Munro, Neil Ross, George Terry, Fiona Robertson, Muriel Vass, PC Wylie 
772, PC Wyslouch 766.

Apologies: Alistair Rhind.

1. Police Report: See above for police in attendance. They have reported that there were 3 
calls for the local area involving 1 domestic and 2 noise complaints, one of which the police 
representatives agreed to pursue further. TCC ask for an update on the investigation 
regarding the shed fire. Police to provide feedback.

2. Minutes of meeting held on 5 October 2016

A letter from Mr S. Davis commenting on a noisy neighbour problem covered in the draft 
minutes had been received. After discussion it was agreed that the Chair should write to Mr 
Davis. (Action: Billie Wood) Adoption of the minutes was then proposed by Hamish 
Mackenzie, seconded by Frances O’Connor and agreed.

3. Matters Arising:
 
 Road Repairs: The warning sign for articulated lorries on the road to Rockfield has still not 

been erected. No update on this issue.Action: Councillor Rhind / Fiona Robertson

 Fountain:  Hamish Mackenzie has since spoken to Mr Stewart and the problem seem to be 
with the stone work on the steps which will need addressing. No update, Hamish to action 
this item.

 Access to Tarbat Primary School:  It was advised by councillor Robertson that the 
School / parent council need to develop a travel plan to access funds to allow the necessary 
works to be carried out. Jackie to inform parent council / Tarbat school.

 Stand of trees behind the Carnegie Hall. Cllr Rhind has ask for Nick Richards to come a 
review this.

4. Financial Report:
 
 The Treasurer had submitted a report and the balances are General Account £2520.37.



5. Councillor’s Report:

 Councillor Fiona Robertson was in attendance. She has advised that Road Surfacing is still 
on the agenda to be action. The Tain Campus is still scheduled to go ahead with plans of a 
new build. The budget has increased but funds have been allocated to cover extra cost. 
Planning application to be hopefully submitted by spring with estimated completion in 3-4 
years. There has been recent concerns regarding the behaviour of individuals using the Port / 
Balintore school bus. She has reassured that this is being monitored by both the police and 
Tain Academy. The Highland council are currently working on their new budget as the 
annual budget for the Scottish government is to be released in December with anticipated 
cuts of 3-5%.

6. AOCB:

It was noted that the verges had not been cut at Seafield Hill and Bankhead corner affecting 
sight lines of traffic. This is still an outstanding issue  Action: Cllr Rhind

Cllr Rhind agreed to look into the state of the cemetery as the paths were slippery and 
rabbits had returned. This is still an outstanding issue to be addressed. Cllr. Robertson to 
check with Cllr Rhind about this outstanding issue.

Large potholes on Rockfield road and near post box have been reported but no action taken 
to be repaired. Action:Cllr. Robertson

Cllr. Robertson has advised that the double yellow lines on Ankerville road will be removed 
from residential parking side.

Cllr Rhind stated that there was no point in taking any action with the planting at the war 
memorial as the result of an application to the War Memorial Trust should be advised on 
Tuesday 9 August which may provide funding to replace the railings. Cllr. Robertson has 
confirmed that £6000 has been allocated for the repairs and work should commence by the 
end of January. The lettering is also to be addressed but require more funding. 

Tarbat Community council has agreed to donate £100 Erskine Rehabilitation. 

Martin Dane gave an update on the Ship to Ship Transfer plans by the Cromarty Firth Port 
Authority. The matter is still with the MCA for decision and further actions are required.
The reason for the request for a licence for ship to ship transfers outside the Sutors is that 
following the closing of the Beatrice Terminal and pipeline at Nigg, the CFPA are noting a 
shortfall in funds being paid for tankers using the Nigg facility.   This gives them a funding 
gap to meet their plans to extend the facilities for cruise liners berthing at Invergordon

The SSEN Resilient Communities Fund is supporting 27 community groups across its 
network area in the north of Scotland with awards of up to £20,000 for projects that will 
protect the welfare of those most vulnerable, enhance community facilities or improve 
communication during an emergency weather event. SSEN’s Resilient Communities Fund 
will re-open for applications in February 2017. To find out more about the fund, please visit 
the website: ssen.co.uk/Resiliencefund/

https://www.ssen.co.uk/Resiliencefund/
https://www.ssen.co.uk/Resiliencefund/


If customers experience a power cut this winter, they should contact SSEN on the recently 
launched, free-to-dial number, 105. To find out more about SSEN’s Priority Services 
Register, register themselves, family members or friends they should contact the dedicated 
team on 0800 294 3259 or visit ssen.co.uk/PriorityServices/ for more details.
It was agreed that Martin would forward details of funding to the Hall Committee to 
investigate the possibilities of setting up a community resilient program or ie. a generator for 
the hall.

Land in front of Dolphin View chalets. It was reported that Mr and Mrs Joyce are seeking 
to register title to land extending from the end of the tarred road up to their own garden. 
Neighbouring property owners reported on challenges recently made to their access rights 
and fishing related activities. Discussion then took place on the extensive use made of this 
area by members of the local community and by tourists, who walk and park there for the 
attractive views and as a starting point for walks along the Braes and on the Core Path to 
Tarbat Ness. It was noted that part of the area has been a road used by the public since at 
least the 1870s, and that the other part has always been regarded since its creation from 1964 
onwards as dedicated to public use. Fears were expressed about the continuation of the 
public’s rights if the proposed title is granted, and also about the effect on emergency 
services. It was agreed that a letter should be written to the Keeper of the Registers of 
Scotland challenging the validity of the proposed title and requesting that even if the title 
were to be granted existing public rights should be preserved and not impeded by any 
fences, walls or gates.(Hamish Mackenzie). We have received an acknowledgement and 
our concerns are being investigated. We have requested that we be advised of the 
outcome.

Concerns raised about the Brightness of the harbour lights shining in on residential property. 
2 of current lights are not working. Cllr. Robertson to pass on contact details of who is in 
charge of harbour authority 

Concerns raised over no visible signage warning of narrow bridge for traffic heading into 
Tain at the Arboll bridge. This has since been rectified.

Concerns raised about large stones near Free Church manse. Mr Macleod has responded to 
this concern and it was then agreed that Hamish Mackenzie would address this.

TCC has concerns about a recent new paper article regarding Car parks and was wondering 
if our 3 front car parks would come under a certain category regarding overnight parking 
and then rubbish being left behind. Cllr. Robertson will look into it but no large rubbish bins 
will be allocated as it allows for unwanted household dumping.

Bins at football pitch and top play park are not being emptied. Cllr Robertson to action.

https://www.ssen.co.uk/PriorityServices/
https://www.ssen.co.uk/PriorityServices/


Dates for 2017 meeting are: 1st Wednesday of the below months:

Feb 1st 
April 5th, 
June 7th, 
August 2nd, 
October 4th 
December 6th.

Unless otherwise advised meetings held at Carnegie Hall at 7.30pm

 The meeting closed at 9:25 pm.

Next meeting, Carnegie Hall, Portmahomack at 7.30pm Wednesday, 1 February 2016


